STORY: MIKE RICHARDSON e SCRIPT: JOHN ARCUDI ο PENCILLER: DAMON WILLIS 
INKER: KARL STORY e LETTERER: JIM MASSARA e EDITOR: BARBARA KESEL 
COVER ARTIST & COLORIST: ARTHUR SUYDAM 
PUBLISHER: MIKE RICHARDSON e VICE-PRESIDENT OF OPERATIONS: NEIL HANKERSON © MARKETING DIRECTOR: BOB SCHRECK ® MARKETING ASSISTANT: KRIS YOUNG 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR: RANDY STRADLEY + MANAGING EDITOR: DIANA SCHUTZ e EDITORIAL STAFF: BARBARA KESEL, JERRY PROSSER, CHRIS WARNER e ART DIRECTOR: 


CECE CUTSFORTH + PRODUCTION MANAGER: CHRIS CHALENOR ® PRODUCTION: STEVEN BIRCH, CARY GRAZZINI, RAY GRUEN, CAROLYN MEGYESI, FORREST NORVELL, 
JACK POLLOCK, STEVE POSEY, MONTY SHELDON, SEAN TIERNEY • CONTROLLER: BRAD HORN © OPERATIONS: DEBBIE BYRD, TIFFANY SCHLOBOHM 


g 
Ap 


ա 


© T 
ern 
oo 
Я ' Ն 


ШІ 


nel /Е КАБ. Ee, d 
% 


он, вит рос-- Վ 
THAT WAS А NEW 
WORI 


RECORD- 
եջ { 


A IF МЕ CANT BET 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING FOR 

NEW AND IMPROVED EQUIP- 
Е PO TI 


Я /] 
AND WE CAN'T ۵ 
CAUGHT WITH OUR 
PANTS POWN_IF WE SHOULD J 
EXPERIENCE ANOTHER 
SUCH INVASION, 


а. 


ή; | 
VN DS gem 


u N 
DEIN 


ΚΑΝΤ; HOW 
ро YOU ACCOUNT 
FOR YOUR METEORIC 

RISE TO SUCCES: 


MR. GRANT, COULD YOU 
COMMENT, ON THE ALLEGED 


WHATS YOUR 
SECRET? „А 


МО SECRET, 
I JUST MAKE A 
POINT OF PROVING 
THE OLD SAYING 


P” CAN you 
CONFIRM RUMORS 
THAT. YOU ARE PLANNING 
TO ENTER, 
POLITICS? 


|8 IT TRUE THAT 
YOUR FINANCIAL EMPIRE 
16 ІМ TROUBLE? 


WHERE DID YOU 
HEAR THAT ОМЕ? 


UNAWARE 
СН REPORTS, 
BUT T HAVE FULL 
CONFIDENCE IN ALL 
MY EMPLOYEES. 


DIRECTS! 


% 
EX 
š: 
τὲ 
кш 
Հ 


GET Հ 
18 THAT WHAT You 


WHY, WYCKOFEF 
WHY MEF 


YOU'RE 
KILLING ME, 
DON'T. You 0, WYCKOFF, Ува 
REALIZE THAT IF ARE- KILLING- 
GOES DOWN, MES 
ары? 


NEO-PHARM 
EVERYTHING 
WITH 1 


вов, BEEN 
GETTING REPORTS THAT 
OUR XENO-ZIP 15 NOT QUITE 
50 MARVELOUS AS WE 
FIRST THOUGHT. 


IN FACT, tr 


WELL, SIR, IT APPEARS. 

THAT OUR’ FORMULA FOR 
XENO-ZIP 15 
IMPERFECT, 


THERE WERE 
CERTAIN ELEMENTS 
IN THE ORIGINAL 
FORMULA WHICH 
CAN'T ВЕ FOUND 
HERE ON EARTH. 


WHAT CAN 
You TELL ME 
ABOUT THIS? 


WELL, MR. GRANT, SIR, IT 
APPEARS THAT А SMALL PER- 
CENTAGE OF THE POPULATION 
16 OVERLY SENSITIVE TO 
XENO-ZIP. 


IT HAS TO PO 
WITH THE CHEMICAL CON- 
FIGURATIONS OF THE NEW 


WE THOUGHT WE HAD SUITABLY, 
MIMICKED THESE ELEMENTS, 
BUT THE FACT IS, 
МЕ DIDN'T, AHH, RIGHT, YOU'RE 
TALKING ABOUT THAT 
ALIEN GOO, WHAT WAS 
IT CALLED, REGAL ТАМ? 


* МА С 


ñ EN | 


NORTH CAROLINA 
15 “FRIENDLY” TERRAIN, 
BUT THOSE BUGS HAVE 

Hi OF ТНЕЙ 


YES, GENERAL, 
BUT МҮ RESEARCHERS 

ASSURE ME THAT THE HOME- 

WORLD STRAIN 15 A LESS 
AGGRESSIVE BREED, 


IN THEIR OWN 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT, 
WHERE THEY EVOLVED, 
THERE 15 А DELICATELY ў ) 
BALANCED ECOSYSTEM. зі ge у 5 
МУР w | j НОМЕМОВЕЙ 


THEY HAVE 
PREDATORS THERE 
TO KEEP THEM IN 

CHECK. 


TO MAKE ME RATHEI 
WARY OF THIS Si 


REMOVING THEM OF MISSION 


FROM THAT WORLD, 
ELIMINATING THE PREDA- 
TORS, HAS TURNED THEM 

INTO. WHAT THEY 
ARE TOPAY- 


rau 


NOW LET'S CUT 
THE CRAP, Al 


HELP 
WE KIND, 
XENO-; 


BUT I MIGHT BE թ 
TO FEND OFF ALL LAM 
CONTINUE РЕОРИСТІОМ, 


PERHAPS AN 
REEMENT COULD BE PRAWN 
URING THE ARMED 


FORCES OF ΑΝ UNINTERRUPTED 
SUPPLY ՕԲ “FLAWED” 
Е! 


LAWSUITS 
WILL FORCE ME 
ТО STOP MAKING 
XENO-ZIP ALTOGETHER, 
SOMETHING YOU'D 
RATHER NOT SEE, 
CORRECT YT 


МЕ САМ 
бит. 


CAN'T WAIT 
ТО MEET 
THE МАМ, 


AND THE YOUN 
R 


HARD TO 
ELIEVE THAT 


“ONLY, WHO THE 
HELL |6 THAT GUY?" 


IM 5 
THEY'LL KEEP 
ME OUT OF 

TROUBLE, 


WELL, THIS 


HMMM, WELL, IF SHES 


GOT THE CONGRESSIONAL 
MEDAL OF HONOR, T'M SURE 
SHE MUST BE AN EXCELLENT 
2 SOLDIER, 


Greetings, fellow humans, and welcome to 
Bug Hunt, that monthly game show where we take 
your opinions, criticism and praise and parade them 
across the page for your fellow readers to support or 
decry. For those of you who may have just tuned in, 
welcome to the world of those charming Alien beasties. 
Thrills, chills and spilling guts galore! For those of you who 
have been staring fixedly at the "Please Stand By" notice 
gracing the screens of the Dark Horse Aliens channel for 
these past few months, thanks for waiting. You may now 
leave for the kitchen for cookies and milk. We'll wait, 

Back so soon? Good. Now, the entries are piling 
up backstage like grandmas at a garage sale, so we'd better 
keep things moving along or we'll have an ugly scene on 
our hands. Leaping headfirst into the pile of mail on 
previous Aliens attractions (subject to rerun in softcover 
collections—see your local retailer for details! Book One, 
Book Two, Earth War and Aliens vs. Predator—all your 
favorite episodes are there!), we find that Chris van Bremen 
of La Crescenta, CA, has a question about those very 
collections. How do you tell one from another, you ask? 

It's EASY! Start by picking up a volume. Add 
together all the numerals in the ISBN number, divide by the 
‘square root of Mike Richardson's height, add the number of 
toes on your left foot, and multiply the result by how many 
times you say the phrase "Don't have a cow, тап" in a day. 
The resulting number is worthless, so forget about it. Then 
turn the book over so you're looking at the front cover. I! it 
says Allens and lists Mark Verheiden as writer with art by 
Mark Nelson, it's the very first volume. (The fact that it's 
printed in black and white is also a good clue.) 

Aliens Volume Two is in color, It's written by 
Mark Verhelden and has painted art by Denis Beauvais (Just 
for the record, Denis’ name is pronounced "Denny" and he's 
ahe.) 

Aliens: Earth War, just out in softcover, has a 
new painted cover by John Bolton. The insides are written 
by Mark Verheiden (Notice how that name keeps popping 
up? Better make sure you check the ARTIST'S name to tell 
the volumes apart!) and drawn by Sam Kieth. 

Then there's Aliens Vs. Predator, the newest 
collection, and boy, is it big! It's written by Randy Stradley 
(Oops! Guess Mark Verheiden was sick that week! But it 
makes it easier to tell this one apart, doesn't It?) and has 
art by Phill Norwood, Chris Warner, Karl Story and Robert 
Campanella. It'll be out on sale in December. 

The next story line begins mostly here, with a 
small preview story (which you don't have to read to enjoy 
this series, so don't panic) in Dark Horse Presents #56 (the 
glant 64-page Annual issuel). In addition, if you just can't 
get enough οἱ those lovable l'il critters, there's the 
Stradley/Warner Aliens Vs. Predator story beginning in the 
Dark Horse Insider #27. Bug your retailer to carry the 
Insider it he or she doesn't already. But, if your retailer 
doesn't (Gasp!) carry the Insider (Remember to bug, em, 


A okay?) or you live on the border between 
2) Somewhere and Nowhere and don't have 
а comic specialty story nearby, don't get 
your knickers In a knot worrying about 
missing that story! The good news is that 
the A vs. P story will be collected later. The bad news is that 
you'll have to wait. (So remember the part about bugging 
yor retailer, but, uh... don't tell "ет I sent you. Tell "ету 
Randy or id—that way all those bugged retailers 


won't come after me. Unless they're reading this column, of 


course. Uh, օհ... um. 
akay? 


t's talk about some other letters, 


Joseph Cantavano of Hauppauge, NY, asks why 
we change artists every series. Well, Joseph, we've found 
that if we don't, internal pressure causes their heads to 
explode all over the office and things get really messy. 
Rather than strip down the wallpaper and have the carpets 
cleaned every few months, we just change artists each 
series. No? You think there's another reason? Actually, 
we've found that in life, creative people tend to get bored 11 
they do the same thing for too long. If you invite someone to 
do four to six issues of a title, they're working on It while 
they're still really excited about the concept and you get 
their best work, Otherwise, you get situations wher the poor 
artist sits down and says to himself, "Ho, hum. Time to draw 
another mega-busy Aliens tearing apart humans firing 
blasters as atomic clouds explode in the distance and 
spaceships blow apart scene. BOOOOO-ring!" It also gives a 
greater number of artists an opportunity to draw a concept 
(like the Aliens) that they find visually interesting. Here at 
Bug Hunt, we like to keep the artists happy. Happy artists 
таке for.. well, happy artists. Next comment! 


Dearest Diana, 

1 just put down Allens: Earth War and | must say It 
was def! I'm like hyperventilating! Hey, all you homeboys 
out there bustin’ my man Sammy—Go home! Maybe the 
Aliens аге а bit too colorful and Hicks looks 100 much like 
Stallone. But if he keeps drawing the chicks—Newt and 
Ripley—with them fresh bods, keep him drawing Aliens 
forever! Denis didn't do such a bad job, either! One last 
thing before | say goodbye: I'm getting kind of bored with 
the same old weapons. (The standard 10mm pulse rifle and 
smart-gun.) We need some fresh kill machines! The mora 
heads exploding, the better! 

M.C. Damage 
Brooklyn, NY 


P.S. How old are you, Diana—and where the hell із 
Munden's? 


Well, M.C., | guess you're disappointed we don't 
keep the same artist on the books every month so we'd have 
more exploding heads. Hmmm... and Diana's age Is 
somewhen between birth and death. | think Munden's is the 


place down Ihe road from the Space Museum alter you make 
a lett at Continuity Central. 

Mike McMahan of Santa Ana, СА, points out that 
at ol the end of Aliens: Earth War #4, the Aliens don't seem 
like much of a threat to humanity anymore. It's true that by 
the time of this new story line, the Alien population on Earth 
has been largely controlled. Men like Daniel Grant and his 
company have found ways and developed weapons to 
capture and contain the creatures...on Earth. So what do 
they do? LEAVE! Head straight for the Aliens’ living room! 
What a bunch of Einsteins! 


Dear Dark Horse, 

Before expressing my opinion on the Aliens: Earth 
War series, | would like to comment on a different element 
which happens to make the whole gamut work—The 
readers! Without them, there would be no Dark Horse, other 
than the ones who roam the earth. The letters page at the 
end αἱ each issue Is as interesting to read at the end of 
each issue as the story itself. 

Although the letters you receive tend to rock the 
scales on either side of the praise and criticism levels, I've 
noticed your series attracts very intelligent and 
stralghtforward individuals, each expressing their own 
unique feelings, no matter how good or bad they are 
towards this book. 

The same goes to Diana Schutz, whose own 
personal replies follow each reader's letter. ! like how she 
responds to criticism and defends those who create the 
book, using both maturity and humor to back up her 
response. 

Now, about the book—Mark has proven once 
again his writing abilities surpass many of today's comics 
writers. I'm fully impressed by his ability to keep a comic 
logical and readable. He ought to go into writing movie 
scripts as well as comics! 

John Bolton's covers are. . are.. ey just аге! І 
wish І could do art as good, and I bet a lot of artists do 100! 
An entire comic in this mode would be a masterpiece in 
comics! 

1 must admit | didn't take to Sam Kieth's art in 
this comic at first, И seamed a bit too comical. As for issue 
three, Sam's art improved tremendously—more like the 
wonderful artist he is! 

As for rating the comic overall, І can't! | hate 
ratings. It seems like today's critics don't know a good 
movie, book, album, or comic from a wet dishtowel. 

МІ just say that Aliens: Earth War is an excellent 
comic providing excellent talent trom excellent artists! Not 
to go unmentioned—excellent readers! 


Sincerely, 
Eric Michael Place 
Lexington, KY 


Hear that, readers-—give yourselves a hand! 
YAAAAAAY! (And Mark Verheiden is busy at work on movie 
scripts, including one for his own creation, The American, 
for Silver Pictures and one tor Dark Horse's The Mask for 
New Line Cinema, along with a couple of mystery projects 
we can't tell you about yet.) And while we're all making 
noise together, let's give a big long AAAAAWWW! to Walter 
В. Grove III of La Plata, MD, who, judging trom the giant red 
splotch on his letter, had just finished penning his missive 
shortly before being dismembered by Aliens. Too bad, 
Gregory. Let us know if they managed to put the pieces back 
together and bring you miraculously back to life. If not, 
maybe you'll send us a message about this issue trom the 
afterlife. Yes, Twentieth Century Fox does supply us with 


reference on the Aliens, although many of the artists just 
watch tapes of the movies over and over. And over. And 
over. Which kind of explains some of our artists... 

Peter Wong of San Jose, Ca, wonders what a 
Rynth looks like face-fugged. Well, Peter, check ош the 
Aliens Vs, Predator collection, That may answer your 
question. 


Justin Solly asks how many fingers the Aliens 
have. Six, but fingers number two & three and four & five 
are closely connected, so you could also look at it as four 
fingers, (Of course, if you really got close enough to count 
them at all, you'd more likely be counting the seconds of life 
you had left, and probably wouldn't care much about finger 
count.) They do have a spike at the top of their back, in the 
center. As far as we know, there's no King Alien. And we 
don't know if the drones are male or female—no one's 
volunteered to get close enough to find out. (1 keep daring 
Jerry Prosser to check, but he hasn't taken me up on it. 
Does keep looking at me with that funny sneer, through...) 

And now for a message from John Oppliger of St, 
Petersburg, FL: "...An ugly trend within the comics industry, 
especially in the big 2, is to cash in on the popularity of a 
movie by producing a low quality comic reproduction. Up to 
this time you have broken the mold by presenting top quality 
"movie" comics. Please keep up this good work and don't 
fall prey to the rest of the industry's churn-out-a-movie- 
comic to-make-a-buck attitude. Now a question: in the 
movies and novels, the Aliens communication and thought 
processes are not discussed. Are the D.H. answers to these 
problems definitive or are they comic industry-only ideas? 

A second trend in the comic industry that has 
appeared within the last several years hase been to print 
comics in "books", and to thus start renumbering after every 
4 or 5 comics. Generally | сап find no purpose for this 
practice and personally find it slightly annoying, Aliens is 
the exception. The first Aliens volume gave us a powerful 
story with beautiful art. The second book changed artists 
and changed the feel of the story. The third book once more 
continued the plot, but changed the readers’ impressions, | 
make the point, and bring it up for discussion, that while 
this showcases different art styles, it subtly adds to the 
overall effect of the book. This change seems to show 
different points of view while it keeps a single focus. This 
‘seems to found an even greater impression of how the Alien 
presence affects everyone. Because the comic's small 
number of issues restrains it from really showing the effects 
of the Aliens on everyone, | think this change in artwork, 
and especially the worn, haggard look of all the characters 
in Earth War, really expresses how devastating the Aliens 
really are." 


The Dark Horse answers are all approved by the 
friendly folk at Twentieth Century Fox (Hi, Scott!), but they 
are not necessarily definitive. Glad you like the "book" 
concept, John-we do, too. 

Agreement? Differing opinions? Comments on 
this Issue? Really good recipes for garlic chicken? Send 
these and any other Aliens mall to: 


Bug Hunt 

Dark Horse Comics 
10956 SE Main St. 
Milwaukie, OR 97222 


And who knows? You may find yourself in the Buglight! (No 
zapping, | promise!) 
See you in issue #2! 

«Barbara Kesel 


